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Sharing Jesus through what we say and what we do 

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY:  
 Pastor will begin a new bible study on Sunday, June 13th at 
8:00am. He will be studying the book “Has American 
Christianity Failed”. The cost of the book is $16.99. Please 
contact the office if you’d like to purchase a copy. The 
following synopsis explains the book: American Christianity 
teaches the centrality of the individual—my will, my 
experiences, my decision, my heart, my work, and my 
dedication. Yet we couldn’t be more unaware that Christ and 
His saving and comforting work are being lost. Our minds and 
hearts are captivated in some way by those who often preach the 
Christian instead of Christ. Wolfmueller sounds the alarm 
against the false teaching and dangerous practices of Christianity 
in America. He offers a beautiful alternative: the sweet savor of 
the Gospel, which brings us to the real comfort, joy, peace, 
freedom, and sure hope of Christ.  

SUMMER CHURCH SERVICE TIME CHANGE 
Starting Sunday (May 30th), Adult Bible Study with Pastor will be at 8am, and Sunday Service at 
9am. We will resume normal service times Sunday, September 12th. Children’s Sunday School will 
break from May 23rd-September 5th. ALL ages are welcome to attend the 8am Sunday Bible Study 
with Pastor during the summer. 
 

VOTER’S MEETING– JUNE 13th 
The proposed officers were voted on and approved- Chairman Elect- Tyler Sanne, Trustee- 
VACANT, Board of Worship- Rick Claussen, School Board- Jason Fischer, Stewardship- 
Jeff Schaeffer, Elder- VACANT, Elder- Jeff Gutz, Elder- Darrell Doerr. The budget wasn't 
approved at this time. If you are interested in serving the church please let Gary Doerr or 
Mike Wingert know as the following offices have not been filled: Head organist, Choir 
director, Altar Guild Chairman, Audio-Visual Supervisor, Member to the Cemetery 
Board, Sunday School Superintendent, Head Usher, Two members to the Finance Board, 
Christmas Eve Service director, Member to the Scholarship Committee, Member to the 
Endowment Fund Committee. Attached is a new budget that will be voted on at the 
meeting on the 13th. You can also find copies of the council meeting minutes and monthly 
financials on the table in the narthex or in the office. 



 

 

WHY EARLY 

COMMUNION? 
      Recently, after discussion with Pastor, the Elders and Church Council, the decision was made to 
offer Early Communion.  All children enrolled in confirmation (which starts as early as 5th grade) would 
be eligible to begin receiving Holy Communion under the supervision of their parents and Pastor.  In 
preparation for the child’s First Communion, the parents would need to set up an appointment to meet 
with Pastor for the child to be asked a series of simple questions about the Christian Faith in the 
presence of the child’s parents.  These questions are from The Pastor Care Companion and The 
Lutheran Service Book Agenda, which will be referenced later in this article.  Also, as preparation for 
First Communion, each child would need to be taught how to examine himself or herself in the presence 
of the Pastor by using the Ten Commandments.  This too would be done prior to the date of the child’s 
First Communion.  This can happen anytime during confirmation, at the parents’ request.  However, in 
order to avoid the need for a change in the bylaws, the child is NOT to be considered a “communicant 
member” until they are fully confirmed.  After they are confirmed then they would be a “communicant 
member”, meaning they could commune at any LCMS church, not just at Zion like have been.  If the 
child early communes but then fails to complete confirmation, then they would no longer be allowed to 
commune.  They would have to complete confirmation to resume communing. 
 But why again are we offering early communion?  Why are we not waiting until they complete 
Confirmation in 7th grade?  First of all the Scriptures never set an age on when a person can commune.  
One of our Circuit Pastors (Pastor Jake Bobby) puts it like this:  
 
 Since there is no age limit given in the Scriptures concerning admission to the Lord’s Supper and 
since Luther in the Large Catechism (V, paragraph 87) states that children can and should receive the 
sacrament, it seems appropriate, once a child has a basic knowledge of what the Lord’s Supper is and 
what it is for, for children to receive the sacrament, even prior to having completed the process leading 
up to confirmation or having gone through the rite of confirmation.   
 In the history of the church, the confirmation rite, at times, has been connected to admission to the 
Lord’s Supper…however, at other times, the two things have not been connected and it is a matter of 
congregational freedom whether or not children are admitted before or after being confirmed.  This is 
why, incidentally, that our Lutheran Agenda includes a rite of First Communion prior to Confirmation 
(p. 25).  It is of my opinion that disconnecting admission to the Lord’s Supper from the rite of 
confirmation has numerous benefits, the foremost being that children get into the habit of taking the 
Lord’s Supper at an earlier age so as to increase the chances that habitually partaking of the supper 
might having a longer time to grow in its significance for them and in their life and, thereby, have 
greater opportunity to continue on into their adult life.  Secondly, I think that it makes the confirmation 
process more about gradually coming to an understanding of what God has done for us in our baptism 
and the fullness of what it means to live and act like a Christian, rather than taking two [or three] years 
of intensive memorization and study and church attendance so that we can partake of this special 
supper, which, up to that point, we have been kept from because of an arbitrary age limit and, after 
which, we may stop…In our current cultural context, where raising Christian children is becoming more 
and more difficult, I think that, on whole, there is good reason for early admission to the Lord’s Supper 
and disconnecting the confirmation rite from admission.  It simply allows the children to more fully 
participate in the faith life of the church and makes the confirmation process more about being able to 
own up to being a baptized child of God and being able and willing to confess the faith in word and 
deed. 



 

 

    We are not alone in this practice of Early Communion.  Several LCMS congregations in our LCMS 
Plainview Circuit already practice Early Communion.  In fact, there was a fantastic study done by our 
LCMS Plainview Circuit Pastors on this matter in 2011.  I am pasting it below in its entirety: 

Plainview Circuit Statements on Confirmation and Early Communion 
 
We the Pastors of the Plainview Circuit of the Nebraska District agree to the following statements 
concerning confirmation and early communion. 
 
1. While the rite of confirmation is not commanded in the Scriptures, the apostles' and those in the 

apostolic ministry are commanded to teach all that He has commanded. (Matthew 28:20) 
 

Matthew 28:20 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”  

 
2. Along with Christ’s command to teach, it is given to all the baptized to hold God’s Word sacred 

and gladly hear and learn it.  This is not a one-time event with a termination/graduation, but a 
lifelong endeavor (John 8:31; Psalm 1:2; Hebrews 6:1) 
 

Third Commandment 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and 
His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.  
 
John 8:31 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples… 
 
Psalm 1:2  
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  
 
Hebrews 6:1  
1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity…  

 
3. The primary responsibility of teaching children falls to the head of the household (Ephesians 6:4; 

Deuteronomy 6:7-9; Small Catechism header to each of the chief parts in the Small Catechism). 
 
Ephesians 6:4 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.  
 
Deuteronomy 6:7-9 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  

 
 [Part of the catechism] as the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His 
Household. 



 

 

4. In addition, the Pastor called by Christ through the church, is called upon to instruct all. 
 

5. “Examining catechumens in the faith prior to admission to the Lord’s Supper or confirmation is an 
important responsibility of the parish pastor” (Preface to the Small Catechism, 4).  For the pastor is 
the steward of the mysteries of God according to 1 Corinthians 4:1-2.  The Lord desires the catechu-
men to receive the Lord’s Supper to his benefit and not his judgment (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). 

 
4] O ye bishops! [to whom this charge has been committed by God,] what will ye ever answer 
to Christ for having so shamefully neglected the people and never for a moment discharged 
your office? [You are the persons to whom alone this ruin of the Christian religion is due. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:1–2 
1 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:27–30 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and 
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and 
some have died.  

 
6. The Scriptures do not set an age for first communion, nor do the Lutheran Confessions (Preface to 

the Small Catechism, 22; Bente’s, Historical Introduction to the Symbolical Books, p. 82). 
 

22] We are to force no one to believe, or to receive the Sacrament, nor fix any law, nor time, 
nor place for it, but are to preach in such a manner that of their own accord, without our law, 
they will urge themselves and, as it were, compel us pastors to administer the Sacrament. 
 
“The tender age at which the young were held to partake of the Lord’s Supper appears from 
Bugenhagen’s preface to the Danish edition of the Enchiridion of 1538, where he says “that 
after this confession is made, also the little children of about eight years or less should be ad-
mitted to the table of Him who says: ‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me,’ ”(433.) 

 
7. “Concerning the worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper, the Small Catechism teaches: ‘That person 

is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the for-
giveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and 
unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.’  On the basis of this, baptized 
Christians are admitted to the Sacrament when they have been examined and absolved by their pas-
tor in accordance with the practice outlined in the Augsburg Confession (Article XXV).” 

 
1] Confession in the churches is not abolished among us; for it is not usual to give the body of 
the Lord, except to them that have been previously examined and absolved. 

 

 

 
      



 

 

8. Before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ the baptized child of God shall be taught and con-
fess the Ten Commandments, Apostle’s Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession 
and Absolution, the Lord’s Supper and what they mean (Preface to the Small Catechism, 8, 10-11). 

 
8] …Our blessed fathers understood this well; for they all used the same form of the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments.  Therefore we, too, should [imitate their 
diligence and be at pains to] teach the young and simple people these parts in such a way as 
not to change a syllable, or set them forth and repeat them one year differently than in another 
[no matter how often we teach the Catechism]…. 
10] But with the young people stick to one fixed, permanent form and manner, and teach them, 
first of all, these parts, namely, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, etc., 
according to the text, word for word, so that they, too, can repeat it in the same manner after 
you and commit it to memory. 
11] But those who are unwilling to learn it should be told that they deny Christ and are no 
Christians, neither should they be admitted to the Sacrament… 

 
9. When confirmation is separated from the first reception of the Body and Blood of Christ, confirma-

tion especially highlights that a catechumen has received more thorough instruction in the faith 
than he received prior to first communion. 
 

10. While current practice of catechetical instruction differs greatly from one circuit church to another 
(differing: curriculum, length of years required, numbers of hours in instruction, requirements re-
garding sermon notes, confirmation dates, confirmation age, and examination practices) what is 
necessary – the material taught: Luther’s Small Catechism – is consistent.   
 

11. The method and age of confirmation/first reception of the Lord’s Body and Blood need not be divi-
sive, so long as circuit pastors and congregations are united in properly instructing and examining 
catechumens. 
 

12. Pastors and Congregations practicing early communion shall instruct those admitted to the Supper 
to humbly respect sister congregation’s practices when visiting, teaching them to always speak 
with the pastor before approaching the table, as is always appropriate.    

 
 
 
This article was written by Pastor Bucklew. If anyone has questions or would like further 
information regarding early communion, please reach out to Pastor Bucklew.  



 

 

The following individuals are currently on 
Zion’s prayer list and members of the 
congregation are invited to keep them in their  
prayers. 

   The Earl Bahr Family 
Adelyne Steinkraus, health issues 
Sabrina Andersen, health issues  
Jon Stephanson, health issues 

Ken Stelling, health issues 
Lois Gloe, health issues 

 

To add or remove individuals from the 
prayer list, persons should contact the church 
office or Pastor Bucklew. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find us on the Zion 
School & Church 
Facebook Page and 
the Zion Website! 

www.zionlutheranplainview.org 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 
 

Funeral 
Gilbert Splittgerber– May 1, 2021 
Jason Van Ostberg– May 8, 2021 

 
Baptism 

Tristan Ray Wingert– January 17, 2021 
Wiley Dale Anson Williams– February 14, 2021 

Oliver Lee Steinkraus– February 21, 2021 
Oliver Wayne Kerkman– March 14, 2021 

Haven Marie Morten– March 21, 2021 
Riggson Lowell Steinkraus– April 26, 2021 

 
Confirmation 

Jensen Alvin Kumm– May 2, 2021 
Trindan Lynn Ziems– May 2, 2021 
Hunter James Meyer– May 2, 2021 

Dominic Duane White– May 2, 2021 
Mason Wayne Blickenstaff– May 2, 2021 

Carson Jerome Davids– May 2, 2021 
Adalyn Paige Dummer– May 2, 2021 
Camden John Dummer– May 2, 2021 

Zion’s Prayer  
List . . . 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 Joyful Response is an electronic payment 
program that allows you to faithfully steward 
your financial resources. It saves you and 
your church time, money and effort. You 
control the frequency and amount of pay-
ments.  
 

• Make stewardship commitments consist-
ently and conveniently. 

• Lose the stress of remembering weekly 
or monthly to fulfill your contribution 
plans. 

• Save paper, stamps and time. 
 
 See the forms in the narthex or contact 
the office to learn more about this program. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=praying+hands&view=detail&id=0C134FF280A554A049F9D6CA1BF357A8DD06EAA3&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 

 

CONTACT US 
 

Pastor’s Office ….. 402-5824587 
Parsonage ….…...402-582-3222 
Church Office…….402-582-3312 
Church Fax……..402-582-3912 
Head Teacher..…..402-582-3312 
Head Teacher home....................402-582-4201 
 
E-mails: 
Church…..................zionplvw@plvwtelco.net 
Pastor……...............bucklews@plvwtelco.net 
Head teacher…................dwilliams@esu8.org 

Pictured above are the newly confirmed students 
from Zion: Trindan Ziems, Mason Blickenstaff, 
Adalyn Dummer, Camden Dummer, Jensen 
Kumm, Carson Davids, Dominic White.  Hunter 
Meyer is not in the picture but was confirmed.  

CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY– MAY 2nd 
LADIES AID NEWS 
Zion Ladies' Aid members have been busy in 
the past several months. New faucets for the 
kitchen have been purchased and installed. 
Members helped alter confirmation gowns for 
the confirmation class and also served the 
confirmation supper on Saturday, May 1st. 
Lunch has also been served at several funer-
als. Several  members attended the Spring 
Gathering on April 10th at Clearwater. The 
kitchen was thoroughly cleaned at the April 
meeting, followed by lunch served by Jan 
Goetz and Marlene Wacker. May hostess was 
Carol Hall. A salad luncheon and birthday 
party is planned for the June 3rd meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 

PRISCILLA’S NEWS 
The Priscilla Society members held a kitchen 
shower to replenish needed items in our 
church kitchen. A number of ladies attended 
the Spring Rally at Concordia Lutheran 
Church in Clearwater in April. The ladies 
have also made some visits to shut-ins and 
have spent time cleaning the windows in the 
school, fellowship hall, and church.  

Quilts were tied which were given to the sen-
ior graduates of this congregation. A celebra-
tion of confirmation was held with four con-
firmands, along with some of their family 
members, present. Additional church cleaning 
will be done in June. 
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