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 That is the day of Epiphany, and the sea-
son of Epiphany can last anywhere from 
only a couple of weeks to up to 6 weeks, 
depending on where Easter is for the year.  
 For many Christians, the day of Epiph-
any (January 6th) starts off with the Mat-
thew 2:1-12 reading about the Magi com-
ing to worship Jesus in Bethlehem. They 
bring Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. This reading preaches to us that the 
Christ of Christmas whom we celebrated 
as a real human being, is also God. Jesus 
Christ is both true God and true Man. The 
Magi bring Him gold as unto a king, for 
He is the King of all kings. They bring 
Him frankincense to confess that He is 
both our High Priest and the Sacrifice for 
our sins. They bring Him the spice of 
myrrh to confess that He would be cruci-
fied, dead and buried, for myrrh was the 
spice used for burial. But this Jesus Christ 
would defeat death by His death, rising on 
the 3rd day to never die again, because He 
is manifested as both true GOD and true 
Man.  What is also read during Epiphany 
is the Matthew 3:13-17 reading about Je-
sus' Baptism. Jesus' Baptism is where He 
is all the more epiphanied (manifested) as 
not just a mere man, but true GOD in the 
flesh. At Jesus' Baptism the heavens were 
opened. The Spirit of God descended on 
Him in the form of a dove, and the Father 
spoke from heaven, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased”. Jesus' Baptism more publicly 
epiphanies (manifests) who He is: the Son 
of God.  Son of God means that He is God 
in the flesh, begotten of the Father, not 
made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Epiphany of Christ 
 “For with thee is the fountain of life: in 
thy light shall we see light.” (Psalm 
36:9)  Christmas has come and gone.  The 
lights on the Christmas trees and houses 
have come down. But, the source of all 
light still shines bright.  I am not talking 
about the the sun in the sky, but the Son of 
God. The Christmas lights may have come 
down, but the Epiphany light of Christ is 
still shining.   
 The season of Epiphany is the season of 
the Church year that immediately follows 
Christmas (at least in the Western 
Church). Unfortunately it is a little less 
known season of the Church year. When 
we hear the word 'epiphany' we usually 
think of 'the light bulb coming on'. If some-
one has an 'epiphany', it means they come 
to understand something they did not un-
derstand before.  Epiphany essentially 
means 'to make know or manifest'. 
 In the Epiphany season of the Church 
Year Christians celebrate Christ manifest-
ing Himself as God our Savior, even as the 
Light to lighten the Gentiles. Epiphany al-
ways starts on January 6th.   



 

 

Just in case... 
THE WEATHER MAN DOESN’T 
COOPERATE CAUSING 
CANCELLATIONS OR 
POSTPONEMENTS 

Weather or other problems can 
result in needed cancellations or 
postponements. 

If that occurs, attempts will be made 
to call area radio stations at least two 
hours before the event is to be held. If 
you have a doubt on an event, please 
contact one of the following stations: 

 
KEXL FM 106.7 KPNO FM 

90.9 
KUSO FM 92.7  KGRD FM 

105.3 
WJAG AM 780  KNEN FM 

94.7 
 

Did you know... that you can listen 
to the church’s sermon online?  
www.zionlutheranplainview.org  

 The Epiphany season always culmi-
nates with what is called the 
'Transfiguration of Our Lord'.  On this 
last day of Epiphany, the transfiguration 
account of Christ (Matthew 17:1-13; 
Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36) is read.  At the 
transfiguration of Christ, He is all the 
more epiphanied (manifested) to Peter, 
James and John up high on a moun-
tain.  His face shined like the sun and His 
clothes became white as light.  This 
again, preaches that the Man Christ Jesus 
is not just a mere man, but true GOD in 
the flesh.   
 What does all this mean for you and 
I?  It means that all who believe in Jesus 
as both true God and true Man, and that 
are baptized, shall be saved.  Christ takes 
that which is earthly and corrupted by sin 
and He redeems and sanctifies it.  He 
takes on our flesh to redeem our 
flesh.  He comes into the midst of the wa-
ters of Holy Baptism to clothe us with 
Himself (Galatians 3:27).  He comes as 
our Savior in the flesh, and in Holy Bap-
tism, to transfigure even our mortal bod-
ies, to cloth them with immortality (1 Co-
rinthians 15:53).  “For with thee is the 
fountain of life: in thy light shall we see 
light.” (Psalm 36:9)  Christ is the fountain 
of life, given to us in the fountain of Holy 
Baptism as the Light of the world, so that 
we can forever be in the light of the resur-
rection.  The Christmas lights may have 
come down, but the Epiphany light of 
Christ is still shining.    
 
Please join us Monday, January 6th at 
7:00pm to celebrate The Feast of the 

Epiphany of Our Lord  
with Communion. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The following individuals are currently on 
Zion’s prayer list and members of the 
congregation are invited to keep them in their  
prayers. 

 
Mark Oltjenbruns, recovery 
Penny Davids & Family 

Brenda Hamilton, health issues 
Ron Roth, health issues 

Ron Halverson, health issues 
Marion Goetzinger, health issues 

Angie Wingert, health issues 
 

To add or remove individuals from the 
prayer list, persons should contact the church 
office or Pastor Bucklew. 

CONTACT US 
Pastor’s Office ….. 402-582-4587 
Parsonage ….…...402-582-3222 
Pastor’s Cell……605-682-1850 
Church Office…….402-582-3312 
Church Fax……..402-582-3912 
Head Teacher..…..402-582-3312 
Head Teacher home........................402-582-4201 
E-mails: 
Church….....................zionplvw@plvwtelco.net 
Pastor……...................bucklews@plvwtelco.net 
Head teacher…...................dwilliams@esu8.org 

Zion’s Prayer  
List . . . 

Official Acts 
 

Baptism 
Gracie Mae Halvorsen – December 7 
(Jason Halvorsen & Christy Gentry) 

 
Release 

Dean Shamblen– December 13 

Have an item for Zion Newsletter? 
       Organizations or individuals having 
items for future issues of “Life at Zion” are 
encouraged to submit them at any time. 
Items can be emailed to the church office or 
left in the secretary’s portion of the slots 
beside the office door. 

PORTALS OF PRAYER 
 The January through March issue of the 
Portals of Prayer is available on the table in 
the Narthex.  Pick up your copy the next 
time you are in church. This devotional, 
published by Concordia Publishing House, 
is made available free of charge to the 
individual, by the Zion congregation. 

Find us on the Zion 
School & Church 
Facebook Page and 
the Zion Website! 

www.zionlutheranplainview.org 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=praying+hands&view=detail&id=0C134FF280A554A049F9D6CA1BF357A8DD06EAA3&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 

 

MINUTES OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 
2019  
In Pastor’s absence, Dawn Williams gave a 
devotion from Lutheran Hour Ministries starting 
with a reading from Eph Ch 2 vs 10, followed by a 
prayer. The regular meeting of the Zion Lutheran 
Church Council was called to order on November 
20, 2019 at 8:09p.m. by chairman Rick Mosel.  
Enough council members were present for the 
necessary quorum.   
 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Minutes from the previous council meeting were 
reviewed.  Anthony made a motion to approve the 
minutes from the October 16, 2019 meeting, Gary 
seconded and upon voice vote motion was carried. 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Kristine Wacker reported the budget is 
about $24,000 in the hole.  Givings are short and 
are not up to budget.  Kristine will have to deplete 
the money market account for payroll next week.  
Discussion was held on how to inform members of 
budget shortages.  Perhaps send letter out and add 
information in the monthly newsletter detailing 
what the expenditures are.  Anthony made a motion 
to approve the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Rick 
Claussen.  Upon voice vote, motion carried.   
 
 

ELDERS 
Mark Oltjenbruns reported Elders did not have a 
meeting this month.  One of the concerns is that 
past baptisms have not been not recorded by 
previous secretaries, since Pastor Meraz’s leaving.  
This is something that needs to be addressed.  
Discussion was also held on Thanksgiving service, 
since it is not a synod service (church holiday).  
Perhaps in future look at forgoing the thanksgiving 
service.  Mark is working on gifts for the shut-ins 
that pastor will deliver. 
 
 

PASTOR 
Pastor and the elders are trying to reach out to the 
following inactive members, but updated contact 
information is needed for: Stephanie Olson, 
Monica Olson, Latasha Eggerling, Laura 
Kesterson, and Dean Shamblen.  An announcement 
went in the bulletin to see if anyone knows their 

contact information.  Pastor was able to send out a 
message to Stephanie Olson, Monica Olson and Dean 
Shamblen by Facebook but has not heard back from 
them thus far.  No baptisms, weddings, or funerals to 
report.  Pastor made 10 home visits for a total of 17 
members visited and 3 non-members.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pastor had 5 other miscellaneous visits.  Pastor 
had no hospital visits.  Pastor is half way through 
with adult instruction with an individal.  The current 
Bible Study Pastor is leading has an average attend-
ance of 30 people.  4 are enrolled in the Bible Study 
only online.  26 are enrolled in the Bible Study both 
online and attending in person.  Pastor is currently at 
Air Force duty from November 20th - 22nd, 
2019.  Pastor will not have Air Force duty again until 
May 2020.  
 Thanksgiving Day service (Holy Communion) 
will be at 9am.  Pastor will leave for vacation with 
family in Arkansas, immediately following the 
Thanksgiving service and will return late Tuesday 
(December 3rd).  Pastor Carl Lilienkamp (from 
Wayne, NE) will fill in for Pastor on Sunday 
(December 1st), for 9am Bible Study, and 10am Ho-
ly Communion service.   
 
 

TRUSTEES 
Anthony Hardisty had questions on putting the pew 
back in, when it was voted to put pews back in, was 
it all or just one side?  He had some members say 
they did not want all of them put back in.  It was 
clarified that the west side would be filled back in.  
Anthony also questioned putting the pew back in the 
balcony.  Dawn stated the children’s bell choir plays 
in front of the church, the adult bell choir plays in the 
balcony, so they need the room there. 
 Anthony has had requests for a rail in front of the 
half pew on the east side to assist them in getting up.  
He has talked to Dennis Schultze to have them de-
sign a railing and get him a cost.  A pew is 8’ long 
and a rail would be 6’.  He also reported the dish-
washer in the parsonage quit working and it needed a 
new pump.  The cost to repair was $250, it is fixed 
and back in. The new Private Property signs are up, 
one on each entrance.  Anthony talked to Luke about 
snow removal, and they made snow removal arrange-
ments with the city.  When they get a pile across 
from Colette’s, the city will bring in a payloader and 
get rid of it.   



 

 

The electrical for the furnaces has been on hold, 
however, the inspector is supposed to be here this 
week.  Anthony requested that if anyone notices 
something that needs fixed, let Anthony or a 
trustee know ASAP and they will address the 
issue. 
 
 

WORSHIP 
Rick Claussen is putting ideas together.  He 
talked to Darrell Doerr, the LYF Director, about 
doing some activities at Camp Luther.  Rick 
asked if it had been determined if the offerings in 
the mission envelopes were credited to a specific 
account or the general fund.  Kristine said she did 
not receive a breakdown of the deposit, so was 
unsure which account they were credited to. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Jeff Schaefer – no report.  The Council was 
reminded the Pancake feed would be March 14, 
2019. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Justin Doerr reported the PTL is in discussion on 
what to do with funds from raised from the PLT 
Soup Dinner and Auction.  There is no consensus 
on how the funds would be used, but they are 
looking at preparing a visual so that everyone can 
see exactly where the money is going to benefit 
the school, instead of just showing the funds 
going into the general fund.  They would like to 
show the purpose of the funds, for example 
bonuses or salaries.  In the past a major portion 
has been given back to the church.  The School 
Board is looking forward to the 2021 school year.  
This will be Mrs. Warneke’s last year of 
teaching, so they are discussing how to set up 
classes with the teachers they have and find a 
way to replace Mrs. Warneke.  In grades 4, 5 and 
6 there are currently 8, 4 and 9 students, 
respectively.  This would be a large classroom to 
combine.  
 
 

HEAD TEACHER 
Dawn reported they are in the process of putting 
together a Christmas program for Ladies Aide to 
be held, Thursday, Dec 5 at 1:00, and at the 
Plainview Manor on Dec 6 at 11:00 a.m. and 
possibly the Creighton Care Center, as  church 

there a Zion members residing there.  The Care 
Center would send transportation for the kids to 
perform there, Tues 10th at 2:00.  It is a 20 – 30 
minute program.  On Sat, Dec 7, the PTL and 
children will be caroling.  The end of the 
quarter will be Dec 19th.  Jennifer Bucklew’s 
aunt, Virginia Romsdahl from Texas, has 
donated $5,000 to school to be used for the 
school playground fund.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Security System/Cameras – Discussion was 
held on the representative visit from the 
company in Hartington, which is the same 
company that installed interior security system.  
Discussion was held on location of cameras.  
The church is looking at purchasing 3 cameras, 
the cost would be less than the initial bid, as 
wiring could be run outside with other existing 
cables.  The cameras would be connected to 
internet, with online access, and would be 
motion activated.  Cost would be $300/camera, 
$850 for the recorder and labor $400.  The 
Council discussed installing a wireless camera 
on storage unit.  Justin will contact the rep and 
ask further questions to address issues that were 
brought up. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Rick Mosel– The 2020 offering envelopes are 
in the secretary’s office. Liz has to help Amy 
generate numbers to correspond with members. 
Amy is asking when to put them out and where 
to put them. Rick informed her that in the past 
they were put on a table in the narthex.  
 Pastor talked to Justin about adding a 
television or digital screen for his use for 
sermons. Placement would be above the double 
doors in the back of the church. Justin may 
mount one temporarily to test. Discussion was 
held on placement, prices and how the church 
members would respond to the change. Justin 
will talk to Pastor and get more information on 
pricing.  
 A motion to adjourn the meeting was made 
by Gary, seconded by Mark. Upon voice vote 
the meeting was adjourned at 9:14p.m. with all 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 



 

 

The Pastor ‘s Corner
  

Q. Isn’t Communion every Sunday Catholic?  
A. Communion every Sunday is biblical. It 
was practice long before there was a Roman 
Catholic Church. In fact Lutherans have a 
stronger history of frequent communion the 
Catholics do. Besides, things are not bad just 
because they are Catholic. The first Lutherans 
did not change things unless they were 
wrong. Presbyterians, Methodist and Baptists 
changed their worship style simply because it 
was Catholic. The habit of changing worship 
or practice just because it is Catholic is 
therefore un-Lutheran. 
Q. Isn’t this practice a bit extreme.  
A. This was my initial reaction. I discovered 
that weekly communion is the common 
practice of most Christians throughout history 
and certainly of the first Christians and the 
first Lutherans. It may seem extreme to us 
because it is new to us. And, in fact, it is 
extreme. It is extremely comforting for 
sinners to be forgiven by Christ’s body and 
blood every week. It is extremely important 
to have the strength and assurance, which 
only the Sacrament can give.  
Q. We practice closed communion. If I bring 
my friend or relatives to church I don’t want 
to have to make them uncomfortable about 
not communing. If we don’t have communion 
on a given Sunday I can bring my friends. 
Now what can I do?  
A. This is real and valid concern. Of course 
we don’t want to make guests feel 
unwelcome. In the early church Christians 
would bring family and friends to the service 
of the Word. Then those who wished to 
commune would move to a different room 
altogether to have the Lord’s Supper. The 
doors would be closed before the service of 
the Sacrament began and no guests were 
allowed. That is how those Christians 
handled the issue.  
I think that we need to consider why this is 
such a problem today. There is little doubt 
that the questioning of closed communion 

 
 
 

COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY 
WHY? 

For over a year, the elders and I studied the 
topic of weekly communion.  We did so 
reading a 14 page paper written by Rev. Klemet 
Preus (an LCMS Pastor who fell asleep in Jesus 
in 2014).  In the last Newsletter, I shared part 
three of this paper that Pastor Preus wrote.  
Here is the fourth part of the paper: 
 

COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY: 

PRACTICAL CONCERNS ABOUT 

IMPLEMENTATION 

But before such a practice is implemented, no 
matter how praiseworthy people need a chance 
to think about it. I studied the issue for over a 
year before I began to teach it. You should have 
the same chance for reflection. That is why I 
offer you this paper. It is to give you a chance 
to consider the Bible teaching and the history of 
the Church. But consider also your feelings. 
Below are many questions I have heard. 
Answers are given. 
Q. Some have said, “Were we doing wrong not 
to have communion every Sunday?”  
A. Of course not. Many early Christian 
communities did not have any kind of services 
every Sunday. They were not doing wrong. It is 
not a question of right and wrong. But once 
those communities were able to have services 
every Sunday they did so. So should we.  



 

 

among us is a reflection of the influence of 
those churches around us who do not 
believe in the Lord’s Supper. In most 
churches today everyone is asked to 
commune. This is the common historic 
practice of all Reformed churches 
(Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptists, 
Evangelicals, Pentecostals, Non-
Denominational, etc.). It has become the 
practice of the ELCA because of the 
profound influences of Reformed theology 
upon that church. Many pastors in the LC-
MS refuse to practice closed communion 
even though they have promised to do so 
upon entering the Synod. They often feel 
pressured by churches around us that simply 
have a different practice. But we must 
remember that these churches do not believe 
in the bodily presence of Jesus in the 
Sacrament.  
When we refuse communion to someone we 
appear judgmental about a person’s faith. 
Such is not the case. We simply need to 
communicate that Holy Communion is an 
extremely intimate sharing between 
members who have a common confession 
based on the bible. Those who share this 
intimate meal should be known by us and 
confess with us. This is not a casual thing. 
Again, it’s like kissing your spouse. There 
has to be a certain commitment before that 
kiss can happen.  
Practicing closed communion especially 
toward members of the ELCA is particularly 
difficult. Most of us have family and friends 
in the ELCA who are fine Christian people. 
Sometimes it is difficult for us to admit that 
our family members or friends belong to 
false churches. But it is necessary if we are 
to give an effective witness. Closed 
Communion forces this upon us. It is 
uncomfortable. We don’t like it. But it is 
necessary. These family and friends need to 
hear in a loving way that they are in a 

church which could seriously harm their faith or 
destroy it altogether.  
I recently heard an inspiring essay from a pastor 
who is a professor and former bishop of the 
ELCA. In his essay he asked the rhetorical 
question, “We must ask whether this ELCA…
any longer qualifies as bona fide Lutheranism. 
Indeed, is it a Christian Church?” We must love 
the Christian people in the ELCA enough to pray 
for them and follow of the example of this 
courageous Bishop who concludes his essay: “I 
have dedicated the remainder of my life to 
attempting to open the eyes of my brothers and 
sisters in the ELCA to the liberating, glorious 
truth of the infallible inerrant Word of God.”[14]  
If you are inviting a friend or relative to church 
you probably would like them to join our church. 
Sooner or later they will have to be told about 
closed communion. Tell them right away. Don’t 
be embarrassed or ashamed. Simply speak the 
truth in love. I am convinced that any fair-
minded person will accept our position and 
practice if it is explained patiently.  
Q. Won’t Communion every Sunday be a lot of 
work? 
A. Yes. And it is pretty obvious who the new 
work will fall upon – The altar guild. They must 
set up and take down the Sacrament twice as 
often. This requires either twice as many workers 
or the same people doing twice the work. So no 
new practice should be implemented until the 
guild has had an ample opportunity to recruit and 
train new workers. If elders help in the 
distribution of the Sacrament they would also 
have to help twice as much. This might require 
the congregation to approve and appoint more 
elders to help distribute the Sacrament.  
Q. Won’t the services last longer? We are so 
rushed on Sunday as it is. 
A. The Divine Service lasts longer than Matins 
or Morning Prayer. This is so because these other 
services were not originally intended to be 
Sunday morning services. They were morning 
services prayed and sung by the church in the 
middle of the week.  



 

 

Communion every Sunday might require 
us to examine again the best way in which 
to use our time on Sunday mornings. Con-
gregations might have to tweak their 
schedules a bit. Most churches can devise 
ways in which to commune more quickly. 
That should be examined at any rate. At 
the same time it should be remembered 
that the 60-minute Divine Service is a re-
cent American invention which has no 
mention in the bible and no historical prec-
edent. Perhaps we need to reconsider our 
expectations that the Service of God be 
limited to only one hour a week. 
Q. But kids are tough enough in church for 
60 minutes and we are a church with lots 
of kids.  
 A. Again the practice of the early church 
solved this problem by not even allowing 
the uninstructed children to come into the 
Sacrament room. We probably don’t want 
to do this today. But there are solutions for 
the problem of antsy children which don’t 
require their parents to be deprived of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Work on it.  
Q. I like Matins and Morning Prayer. I will 
miss them. Can’t we still do them?  
A. A congregation could schedule mid-
week Matins or Morning Prayer for those 
who really wanted to attend. But the time 
press of people’s midweek lives might ren-
der such prayer opportunities meager in-
deed. Many of the great songs in these lit-
urgies, The Venite, The Magnificat, The 
Te Deum, even the Gospel Canticle can 
easily be employed occasionally in the Di-
vine Service. These treasures of the church 
need not fall into disuse.  
   

Q. I need time to think about these things. 
A. Changes in the church, even salutary 
changes should be made slowly and with 
great deliberation. Take your time. Talk 
to your pastor. Study the issue. Talk to 
others in the church. Talk to the elders.  
 

Part 5 of Pastor Preus’ paper will be in 
the next monthly newsletter.   
 
 
The Lord be with you, 
 
Pastor Bucklew 
   

 



 

 

Priscilla’s NEWS 
 The Priscilla Society members met on 
Tuesday, December 3rd at 6:00 p.m. to 
decorate the Christmas trees and prepare the 
church for Christmas. There were 10 
members and guests, Andrew, Lydia and 
Joseph Bucklew present. After the decorating 
was done, Pastor Bucklew led Christmas 
devotions in the church. A delicious lunch of 
finger food, furnished by the members, was 
then served. Hostess was Londa 
Schwanebeck. Monetary Christmas gifts 
were given to Pastor Bucklew and the Zion 
Lutheran School staff from the members. 
 A short business meeting was held, 
conducted by Nancy Schlote, president. 
Londa volunteered to audit the books. It was 
decided to take the trees down on 
Wednesday, January 8th, beginning at 6:00 
p.m. The Priscillas will serve the second 
Advent supper on Wednesday, December 
11th. Furnishing soup will be Nancy Schlote, 
Londa Schwanebeck and Denise Wragge. 
Jeanne Oltjenbruns and Emmy Gutz will 
furnish bars and Krista Masat will bring 
crackers and relish. They will set up at 5:30 
p.m. to be ready to serve at 6:00. Advent 
services begin at 7:00 p.m. Mites and the 
basket offering were collected. The birthday 
song, celebrating birthdays in October, 
November and December, was sung for 
Krista Masat, Marion Goetzinger, Jeanne 
Oltjenbruns, Ila Friedrich, Mary Friedrich, 
Janyce Warneke and Celeste Anderson. 
Jeanne supplied a list of members who 
wanted printed versions of the Leaguer. It 
was decided by general consent to just have 
one hostess each month and to meet in the 
council room. Members were reminded to 
keep the lunch simple.  
 Darlene Stelling will check around to see 
who could use the used Portals of Prayer 

devotional books. It was decided not to 
purchase totes for the Christmas swags. 
Discussion was held on ways to involve more 
congregational members to help decorate for 
Christmas. There being no further business, 
the meeting was closed with the LWML 
Pledge. 

 

Ladies Aid NEWS 

 Zion Lutheran Ladies Aid members, 
along with their guests, enjoyed a potluck 
meal at noon on December 5.  The hostesses, 
Arla Jean Bauer and Mary Friedrich, had the 
tables beautifully decorated for Christmas. 
 The Zion school children presented “The 
Real Meaning of Christmas” in song and 
verse. The meeting was opened with the 
League Pledge. President Carol Hall read 
from “God’s Little Instruction Book” on 
Patience taken from Ecclesiastes&:8-9.Roll 
call was taken with everyone answering the 
Fun Jug question, “Do you have your 
Christmas shopping started?”The LWML 
offering was collected and the reading from 
1John 2:15 stating not to love the world or 
things in the world, but to love our heavenly 
Father.  Worldly things change, God’s Word 
remains the same. Plans were finalized for 
the Ladies Aid serving soup before the 
December 18 Advent service.  
 The new  Ladies Aid  booklets for  2020 
will be prepared by Lois Gloe. The birthday 
song was sung for the December 
birthdays:  Jan Goetz, on Dec.14; Ila 
Friedrich, on Dec. 16; and Jane Buss, on Dec. 
19.  Jane Buss became a new member. 
Hostesses for the January 2 meeting will be 
Marlene Wacker and Jan Goetz. A gift 
exchange game was played and everyone 
received a Christmas stocking tree ornament. 
Following the meeting Christmas cookies 
were served. 



 

 

Zion  School 
Congratulations to Diana Scott on 
being the second student to earn 

the Ten Commandments Pin. 
Pastor Bucklew is giving each Zion 

Student the pin when they can 
recite the Ten Commandments 

and their meanings by heart. 
 
 

The First Commandment 
You shall have no other gods. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all 
things. 
The Second Commandment 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 
God. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by 
His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 
praise, and give thanks. 
The Third Commandment 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred 
and 
gladly hear and learn it. 
The Fourth Commandment 
Honor your father and your mother. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
despise or anger our parents and other authorities, 
but honor them, serve and obey them, love and 
cherish them. 
The Fifth Commandment 
You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt 
or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and 
support him in every physical need. 
The Sixth Commandment 
You shall not commit adultery. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we lead a 
sexually pure and decent life in what we say and 
do, and husband and wife love and honor each 
other. 

The Seventh Commandment 
You shall not steal. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or 
get them in any dishonest way, but help him to 
improve and protect his possessions and in-
come. 
The Eighth Commandment 
You shall not give false testimony against your 
neighbor. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander 
him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, 
speak well of him, and explain everything in the 
kindest way. 
The Ninth Commandment 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or 
house, or get it in a way which only appears 
right, but help and be of service to him in keep-
ing it. 
The Tenth Commandment 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not 
entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, work-
ers, or animals, or turn them against him, but 
urge them to stay and do their duty. 
The Close of the Commandments 
What does God say about all these command-
ments? 
He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of 
those who hate Me, but showing love to a thou-
sand generations of those who love Me and 
keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6) 
What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these 
commandments. Therefore, we should fear His 
wrath and not do anything against them. But He 
promises grace and every blessing to all who 
keep these commandments. 
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